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Cerebral Palsy

of Mideast Wisconsin, Inc.

36 Broad Street, Suite 120
P.O. Box 1241, Oshkosh, WI 54903

(920) 424-4071 or (800) 261-1895
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Over 50 Years of Service

Inspirational, Heartwarming Story
from one of our own employees
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Three years ago, Carla Mortimer joined the Cerebral Palsy Staff as our receptionist for the new
Appleton Branch office. Carla brings many talents to the organization which include her typing skills,
creativity, determination and her radiant smile. In her spare time, Carla loves to sew, which included
wedding dresses, and clothes for her 3 year old granddaughter.

In 2000

Car |

adbs |ife took a sudden change.

over two months. She lost circulation to her fingers on both hands only to discover they would need to be
amputated. Soon after having her fingers amputated, she suffered congestive heart failure and was flown
to a hospital in Madison for open heart surgery.

Carla is not a person who gives up easily. She was very resourceful in getting help which included

Goodwill Industries and working with Jim Lain, CEO of Employ-Ability in Appleton, who trains people with

disabilities and assists them in finding jobs. Using a modified keyboard Carla is able to type and navigate

through the computer.
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Living in a two story apartment, not designed for one with disabilities
presented so many challenges. After falling down the stairs and injuring herself,
Deb Wirth, Cerebr al Pal syés Certifi
Lending Specialist, recommended Carla apply for a new home through Habitat
for Humanity. Together completing all the paperwork, her application was sub-
mitted and after much anticipation, she received word she was a candidate.
With the help of volunteers, Deb Wirth and family, Grand Chute Kiwanians,
family and friends, her home was built and a dream became reality. Carla
moved into her new home on December 15th.

When talking to Carla and all that has happened to her this year, can-
didly she summed it up:

il believe God was not ready t
was going to make the remaining time on this earth a

litte more comfortable thank4 to Habitat for Humanity

and all the wonderful volunteers. Thank you to all who

hel ped make this a reality!o
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Santa and Mrs. Claus
Come to Oshkosh!!

A Holiday party at the Marine Corps League
Club House in Oshkosh, which included lunch,
Bingo and arrival of Santa and Mrs. Clause to
hand out gifts to over 80 participants and
helpers.

Completion of our Wautoma House
Recreational Building
Our much needed building was completed
this year to store our vehicles and provide
an indoor space for consumers to get
exercise through play during these cold
winter months.

Toy Lending Library (and Equipment)

A child with a physical disability may need modifications or adapted toys in
order to interact with the environment creatively, emotionally and
intellectually. Toys are available for children and their families through our
Certified Occupational Therapy Assistants who work closely with families in
choosing toys that will be both fun to play with and assist in building motor
and sensory skills.

We are always looking for new or gently used electronic toys that can be
adapted; toys that can be used with computers and technology of today; any
sensory stimulation due to large number of autistic children in the area.
Please contact our office for any donations to our Toy Lending Library.
Summer is around the corner and we have low riders, side by side and
special bikes to lend out, so sign up today to reserve a time to use these
bikes. Call Cerebral Palsy at 920-424-4071 or 1-800-261-1895.
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Social Development

Counties Served

e Adams e Waupaca

e Calumet e Waushara
e Fond du Lac e Winnebago
e Green Lake

e Marquette

¢ Outagamie

In 2008, Cerebral Palsy of
Mideast Wisconsin provided
services to 1,066 Consumers
through out the nine
counties.



